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1. Policy Statement
At Blakeney Preschool, we believe that young children learn best through play, exploration, movement, conversation and positive relationships. These experiences support all areas of learning and development and are at the heart of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).
We recognise that technology is an important part of modern life. However, for young children, real-life experiences and interactions with caring adults are far more valuable than time spent using screens.
For this reason, screens do not form part of our daily routine. Where technology is used, it is carefully planned, purposeful, adult-led and supports children's learning. Screens are never used simply to occupy children, manage behaviour or replace meaningful interaction.

2. Purpose
This policy explains how Blakeney Preschool uses screens responsibly to:
· promote children's learning and development 
· support communication and language 
· encourage active play 
· protect children's health and wellbeing 
· work in partnership with parents to develop healthy screen habits. 

3. Legal Framework
This policy is based on:
· Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework (September 2026) 
· Department for Education guidance: Screen Use in Early Years Settings 
· UK Chief Medical Officers' guidance on physical activity and sedentary behaviour 
· Keeping Children Safe in Education (where appropriate) 
· Data Protection legislation (UK GDPR) 

4. Our Principles
At Blakeney Preschool we believe children learn best when they are:
· talking with adults and friends 
· listening to stories 
· singing songs and rhymes 
· exploring outdoors 
· being physically active 
· creating and investigating 
· solving problems 
· using their imagination. 
These experiences cannot be replaced by screen-based activities.

5. Our Approach to Screen Use
Screens are not used as part of our daily timetable.
Technology will only be used where it has a clear educational purpose that enhances children's learning and cannot be achieved as effectively through other activities.
Whenever screens are used:
· an adult is always present 
· children remain actively involved 
· adults encourage discussion and questions 
· activities are short and purposeful 
· children are not left watching screens independently. 

6. Appropriate Uses of Screens
Examples of suitable use include:
· looking at photographs linked to children's interests 
· watching a short clip to support a learning topic (for example, how butterflies emerge from a chrysalis) 
· listening to music for singing or movement activities 
· using a visual timer during routines 
· supporting children with SEND where technology forms part of an agreed support plan 
· sharing photographs of children's learning with them to encourage discussion and recall. 

7. Screens Will Not Be Used For
Blakeney Preschool does not use screens:
· as a reward 
· to manage behaviour 
· to keep children occupied 
· during snack or meal times 
· instead of outdoor play 
· instead of stories, songs or conversations 
· as part of children's free play. 

8. Supporting Communication and Language
Communication and language underpin all learning.
Staff will prioritise:
· face-to-face conversations 
· storytelling 
· singing 
· role play 
· shared reading 
· imaginative play 
· sustained shared thinking. 
Adults actively engage children in conversation throughout the day by asking questions, introducing new vocabulary and encouraging children to express their ideas.

9. Physical Development and Wellbeing
Children require regular opportunities to move, climb, balance, run and develop their physical skills.
Daily opportunities include:
· outdoor play 
· energetic movement 
· large physical play 
· fine motor activities 
· nature exploration. 
Screen use will never replace active play.

10. Supporting Children with SEND
Some children may benefit from carefully selected technology to support communication, learning or accessibility.
Where appropriate:
· technology will be agreed with parents and professionals 
· its use will form part of an individual support plan 
· staff will monitor its effectiveness regularly 
· technology will complement—not replace—interaction with adults. 

11. Staff Responsibilities
All staff will:
· follow this policy 
· supervise all screen use 
· ensure technology has a clear learning purpose 
· promote active learning 
· model positive technology use 
· encourage conversation during any screen-based activity 
· report any concerns regarding inappropriate content immediately. 

12. Mobile Phones and Tablets
Children do not have access to staff mobile phones.
Staff follow the Preschool's Mobile Phone and Smart Devices Policy.
Personal devices are not used with children.
Tablets used for observations remain password protected and are only used by authorised staff.

13. Working in Partnership with Parents
We recognise that families make different choices about technology at home.
Rather than judging these choices, we aim to work positively with parents by:
· sharing current guidance 
· promoting healthy screen habits 
· suggesting alternative play activities 
· discussing children's learning and development 
· offering advice where requested. 

14. Promoting Healthy Screen Habits
We encourage families to:
· enjoy plenty of screen-free play 
· read together every day 
· talk during meals 
· spend time outdoors 
· avoid screens immediately before bedtime 
· choose high-quality, age-appropriate content 
· watch programmes together and talk about them. 

15. Monitoring
Managers will monitor:
· how technology is used within the preschool 
· whether screen use remains purposeful 
· staff compliance with this policy 
· developments in national guidance. 
This policy will be reviewed annually or sooner if guidance changes.

Related Policies
· Safeguarding and Child Protection Policy 
· Mobile Phone and Smart Devices Policy 
· Online Safety Policy 
· Curriculum Policy 
· Behaviour Policy 
· SEND Policy
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